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News Release

Ratification and Celebration

Winnipeg, Thursday, March 11, 2010 – Many Canadians are celebrating today as the Government of Canada ratifies the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) at the United Nations in New York. This Convention not only promotes and protects the human rights of people with disabilities; it also addresses the exclusion and inaccessibility people with disabilities face everyday. 

“The fact that not everything is accessible and inclusive to everyone is not the fault of one person, or of disability, or of language, or of any other thing. It’s the fault of society – of all of us”, said Richard Ruston, President of People First of Canada. “The guiding principles of this Convention speak to some of the biggest issues for people with disabilities – those of attitudes and barriers. With the ratification of the Convention, Canada has made a commitment to its citizens with disabilities – that they will not we left out of society,” Ruston said. 

For Canadians with intellectual disabilities, and groups like People First of Canada, the Convention will be another tool to use to ensure that individuals will enjoy their full citizenship rights, including the right to choose where and how they live. “Historically, and unfortunately, institutionalization has played far too big a role in the lives of people with intellectual disabilities in this country. The Convention ensures the right to a life in the community,” said Shelley Rattai, Executive Director of People First of Canada. “This organization was formed with deinstitutionalization as its core issue, and today is a day to celebrate movement towards this goal,” Rattai further stated. 

For more information, visit www.peoplefirstofcanada.ca
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People first of Canada is the national voice for people who have been labelled with an intellectual disability.  The vision for People First is to raise public awareness around full inclusion for people with disabilities and to empower self-advocates to know that they have the same rights as everyone else - human rights, accommodations rights, language rights, the right to full citizenship in an inclusive country, and the right to speak for themselves.  
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