CELL PHONE – WEBINAR
QUESTIONS THAT WILL BE ANSWERED
Date: June 26, 2009 at 19:30 (7:30 pm Ontario time)
Presenters: Jeff Stark

How to determine the best cell phone for you:

1. How do I decide what cell phone is best for me?

2. When I go to Bell World, Rogers, or Wireless Wave, none of the cell phones on display talk. They even have some of the same cell phones. Does it make any difference as to which service provider I sign up with? Or Which cell phone I get?
3. What is the importance of things like:WiFi, GPS, FM Radio, Stereo speakers, 3G (HSDPA/UMTS), Cellular branded phone or unbranded, slider/flip/candy bar, with or without a keyboard. and one of the last things is how much to spend on a phone?
4. I have problems with small keys or flat screnes like the I-phone, can I get a cell phone with keys that can be more easily distinquished?

5. What is the difference between a “locked” and “unlocked” phone? Does it make any differece which I purchase?

6. I want to use video relay for signing because I am deaf, are there some cell phones that are better for this than others?
7. Do any of the service providers in Canada provide video relay?

8. Rogers as a service provider says that they have three phones that are free and do have Talks installed, but none of these include “text messaging” they tell me I cannot have this because I am blind. Can a service provider do this?
Once I decide on my cell phone:

9. Is it necessary for me to check the “firmware” what ever that is?
10. Is there a way to update the cell phone firmware without having to re-install my adaptive software and other applications?

11. What other hardware, like keyboards or ear-phones are necessary or nice to have with a cell phone for best useability?

12. Is there any advantage or disadvantage to purchasing a keyboard like Freedom Blue Tooth keyboard over one made by the Nokia company who made my phone?
13. Do I need to install anything on my desktop to use applications on my cell phone?

14. Some of the ICONs are new to me. Is it necessary to lable or identify all of the objects or can this be done automatically? If you do not know what a “object” means, can you find out through the phone and create a new meaning for the “object” through an object viewer?
15. Do I need to learn how to use stuff like, “Nokia PC Suite” or “Updater” to keep my cell phone working right? Do these packages cause problems with my MicroSoft Firewall on my PC?
16. Instead of using Nokia PC Suite, can I use my Desktop Manager that comes with Windows and still do everything I need to on a cell phone?
17. What is meant by “3G”, “dual band 3G” and “quad band GSM” and does any of this stuff make my cell phone work better?
18. Is it possible to change the ring time on a cell phone before the call is transferred to voice mail? Does this work on all cell phones and all service providers?

19. What is a “podcast” and are they availible on all cell phones?
Cell Phone Applications:

20. What is the difference between Office Suite and Quick Office? Both say that they will allow me to read MS Word documents on my phone?
21. I heard about “T9”, “T9 Nav” and “spell checkers” being used on peoples cell phones. Are these one and the same or are they different? Can you explain the differences?
22. What do programs like Python and Scheherazade do? Do they work on all cell phones?
23. I was told I should get “Fring” on my cell phone. What kind of program is this and is it worth getting?
24. What is “KNFB” and does it work on all cell phones? Is it worth getting?
25. Some cell phones have a GPS built in and some do not. Is there any advantage to having a cell phone with a built in GPS?
26. The cell phone that I am considering has a GPS and software built in. As a blind person, I use a GPS to find out where I am sometimes. Will the cell phone do this or do I still need to carry my separate GPS system?

27. On the Nokia site, there are several versions of Maps. The most recent I saw was Maps 3, but there is nothing to say if they work with all phones or if they can be used with software like Talks. Would this give me the same or equal navigation information as Way-finder?

28. I heard that Loadstone is a good program to find locations and navigate using a cell phone. Does free software like this work with all cell phones?
29. Without having to change my city location on my cell phone, is there an application that will tell me the time in another city in the world?

30. Can I read books on a cell phone with the same functions as a “Daisy Reader”?
31. I like to have a radio with me. I heard that I could use streaming internet radio on a cell phone. How does this work and what do I need in a cell phone for best reception?
32. Can I play any music on my cell phone? What is the best place to sort, for example, MP3 music files and be able to play them?
33. Are there applications for cell phones that will:

(i) act like a Light Sensor such as a light probe that either beeps or vibrates when light is sensed;

(ii) a recorder so when someone phones me I can record the call as well as speaking and listening;
(iii) converts text messages to a text file;
34. I want to stop those telephone solicitors from calling me. I heard of a couple of programs like “handy black list” and “Blackballer” do they work on any cell phone and where do you find them?
35. Can I use the camera on my cell phone for things like:
(i) OCR to read things when I am out and about;
(ii) To identify money instead of having to carry a specific piece of hardware for this;

(iii) As a “bar code” reader for products in the store;

(iv) To identify images so I know what I am looking at;

The following URLs may be helpful in finding the right cell phone and finding the applications you need to have a cell phone do what you need in the way you need it to work:

36. A website that has compareitive information about cell phones that work with the Talks program (and updates for the Talks software) for persons who are blind:

www.blindsea.com
37. The URL for “Quick Office” for reading MS Word, Power Point and Excell files on your cell phone, is:
www.quickoffice.com
38. A security program for cell phones that can help you to find your phone when you miss place it, is, Phone Guardian, and can be found at:
www.symbianguru.com
39. For those who like to try new applications, Nokia has a “bata lab” where they allow people to download and test new applications. You can find it at:
http://www.nokia.com/betalabs
40. For better control over handling messages on your cell phone try “Best Message Storer” at:
http://www.smartphoneware.com
http://www.smartphoneware.com/messagestorer-for-s60-3rd-edition-product.php
41. Free software that can quickly find and launch applications on a cell phone is, “AppQLaunch” and “Skyequikey”, links can be found on the BlindSea website. “T9 Nav” software that allows ease of accessing applications on a cell phone  is not free but can be found at:
www.t9nav.com
http://www.blindsea.com for Auto Profiler in the third party software section
42. To stop unwanted calls, you can purchase and install software that will create a “black list” from, for example:
www.killermobile.com
http://www.smartphoneware.com/blacklist-for-s60-3rd-edition-product.php
http://nokia-n73-software.epocware.com/Handy_Blacklist.html
43. A program that allows a cell phone to become a light sensor is VoIC from:
http://www.seeingwithsound.com
44. For information about the free application software Loadstone, checkout the podcasts at:
www.blindcooltech.com
45. To use your cell phone as a recorder or to record telephone calls you receive, check out:
www.getjar.com/products/1305/TotalRecallCallRecorderDictaphoneforS603rdEdtio
www.blindsea.com for Ultimate Voice Recorder under third party software
46. Nokia has developed some useful applications for the Nokia users. For example you may want to check out:
http://www.pointandfind.nokia.com
47. You may find something of interest in the URLs related to podcasts:
http://www.gcast.com/u/billboules/main.xml
48. For playing music on your cell phone you may like to try:
ftp://ftp.mosenexplosion.com/explosion090516.mp3
49. The following URLs may help you find the E-book reader and additional related tools that will work on the cell phone you decide is right for you:
http://jbak.ru/dedit_en.php
http://www.daisy.org/projects/save-as-daisy-microsoft/
