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May 23, 2008

Christine Dion, Office of the Chair 

Human Rights Tribunal of Ontario
Public Consultation – Proposed Rules of Procedure
400 University Avenue, 7th Floor
Toronto ON M7A 1T7

Dear Ms Dion,

Citizens With Disabilities – Ontario is made up of ordinary Ontarians who happen to have disabilities.  We are dedicated to the full participation of all persons in the social, economic and political life of our communities. We actively support and promote the rights, freedoms and responsibilities of individuals to determine our own destinies. Our key areas of activities are community development, social action, social development, referral, and member services.

Although past the deadline, we have reviewed the proposed rules of procedure for the Human Rights Tribunal of Ontario in order to provide our comments. Had there been broader public announcements inviting feedback, we might have learned of your consultation earlier.  We trust that our comments will still be considered.

CWD-O has grave concerns that the proposed rules of procedure will work against persons with disabilities. We therefore wish to go on record as supporting the position of the AODA Alliance regarding the proposed rules of procedure.  Our organization concurs completely with the AODA Alliance assessment of the proposed rules.

In any rules of procedure, it will be vital to offer a significant level of support and advice to persons with disabilities, to ensure that we are able to exercise and enjoy our human rights to the extent envisioned by the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms, the Ontario Human Rights Code, the Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities Act and the Ontarians with Disabilities Act.

Many reports confirm the reality that persons with disabilities have lower levels of educational attainment than non-disabled population.  In Ontario, only 11.5% of persons with disabilities have completed post-secondary education as compared to 21.4% of the general population (Cf. for example 2004-05 Annual Report Canada - Ontario Labour Market Agreement for Persons with Disabilities).  We believe that the rigor required to represent oneself at the Tribunal would be beyond the capabilities of most persons with disabilities.  Our right to access human rights decisions when we feel discriminated against will be restricted to the few with the highest education levels.  The others may be too intimidated or overwhelmed by the process to even attempt launching a human rights complaint.  This is a major concern with the procedural rules proposed.

The proposed rules, as written, serve to jeopardize the very rights that the Ontario Human Rights Commission and the Human Rights Commission are mandated to preserve and protect.  They are therefore unacceptable to CWD-O.

Sincerely,

Terrance Green and Stefanie Marinich-Lee

Co-Chairs
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